
CONSTITUTION

Preamble

Essential to any plan of local church organization is an understanding of the mission of the church. This mission, set forth in the Great Commission, is twofold: to reach outward by addressing the needs of the community and the world and, at the same time, to nurture its own members, seeking to bring them to maturity in Christ. Since the congregation is the basic unit of the church at work in the community and the world, servants of the Lord must be alert to the needs and opportunities about them: they must make their ministry relevant by communicating the Word and the love of God. Moreover, they must personally experience a growing knowledge of God and man which will be reflected in Christlike daily living and in total commitment of life and possessions to the lordship of Christ.

To fulfill these purposes this congregation adopts its own constitution to preserve and secure the principles of the faith as well as to define its organizational structure and working procedures so as to govern the body in an orderly manner. This constitution seeks to preserve both the liberties of each individual church member and the freedom of action of this body in relation to other churches.

I.  Name
The official name of this congregation is the West Side Baptist Church, located in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

II.  Affirmation of Faith and Purpose
This congregation is founded upon the faith that there is but one God who in love creates, sustains, and orders all.

It confesses Jesus Christ as the Lord of the church and of all life.

It believes that the Holy Spirit is at work in the hearts and minds of believers, creating and sustaining the church, giving guidance and comfort, and uniting believers with their Lord and with one another.

It maintains the Bible as its only creed and rule of faith. In the Holy Scriptures is recorded God's search for the heart and life of man which is climaxed in God's redemptive act in and through Christ: through His Holy Word God still speaks and continues to accomplish His redemptive purpose.

It believes that the Gospel is the Good News that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. Through the Gospel God's sovereign will and Christ's redeeming grace are revealed.

It holds that the church is part of the body of Christ and is under the Lord's mandate to be faithful in accepting and transmitting the Gospel by Word and deed.

It considers that all members of the congregation, of this body of baptized believers, are responsible for the total ministry of the church.

It voluntarily subscribes to the doctrinal statement of The Baptist Faith and Message as adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention, May 9, 1963.

III.  Church Covenant
Having been led as we believe by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and, on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now in the presence of God and this assembly most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one body in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, doctrines, and discipline; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and private devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of our family and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our behavior; to avoid all gossiping, backbiting, and excessive anger; to follow Biblical principles concerning the use of alcohol, the abuse of drugs, and the spread of pornography; and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior.

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember one another in prayer; to aid one another in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure it without delay.

We moreover engage that when we move from this place we will as soon as possible unite with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's Word.

IV.  Polity and Relationship
The government of this church is vested in the body of believers who compose it. Persons duly received by the members shall constitute the membership. (See Article I of the Bylaws.)

All internal groups created and empowered by the church shall report to and be accountable only to the church, unless otherwise specified by church action.

This church is subject to the control of no other ecclesiastical body, but it recognizes and sustains the obligations of mutual counsel and cooperation which are common among Southern Baptist churches. Insofar as is practical, this church will affiliate with, cooperate with, and support the Augusta Baptist Association, the Baptist General Association of Virginia, and the Southern Baptist Convention.
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